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Northern Cape Arid Cluster

The Northern Cape (NC) Arid Cluster consists of the national parks in the province. These are also parks that have been identified by the INTAC project as participants in the national skills development program of the Department of Labour (DoL). These parks are the Kgalagadi TFCA, Augrabies falls National Park, Namaqualand NP and the Richtesveld NP:

Augrabies National Park

The mighty Orange River thunders its way through a ravine and into a pool walled by sheer granite, creating the world’s sixth largest waterfall.  The falls derived their name from the Khoi word meaning ‘place of great noise’ which describes the roar as the falls plummet 56m into the ravine.  This arid piece of moonscape-like land, offers the visitor over 15 000ha of unique riverine ecosystems to explore.

The INTAC project has already trained 4 adventure guides in this area. More training is planned in the hospitality, tour guiding and community management authorities field. 

Exciting eco-adventure packages are available such as self-drive game drives, night drives, the short Dassie Nature Trails and the 3 – day Klipspringer Hiking Trail .  There is also a 4x4 trails north or the river.  The !Garib 3-in-one Adventure includes canoeing in the gorge, hiking out it and a mountain bike ride back to the rest camp.  Giraffe, klipspringer and other game are frequently seen while game driving.  The self-catering chalets blend into the surrounding rocky.  

Namaqua National Park

The relatively young park is about 60 000 hectares with much of it in the developmental stage.  During August and September the Skilpad section is open to the general public and is the centre of spring flower viewing in Namaqualand.  A circular drive and short walking trails let visitors experience the incredible floral diversity that has made this area world-renowned.

The park also boasts a resource centre that can accommodate groups participating in the environmental education activities.  The park can be found north-west of Kamieskroon. 

The INTAC project is also involved with communities in this area.  

Kgalagadi Transfonteir Park

The unification of South Afica’s Kalahari Gemsbok Park and Botswana’s Gemsbok National Park, at 3.7 million hectares, it is one of the world’s largest conservation area.  The park gives sanctuary to herds of gemsbok (oryx), springbok, blue wildebeest, red hartebeest and eland as well as the famed black-maned Kalahari lion, leopard and cheetah.

There are several communities surrounding the park, namely, the Khomani San and the Mier Community. The Khomani San are the Kalahari Bushmen and are indigenous to the area as well as the coloured people that constitute the Mier community. The project works with all the people in the area. 

THE PARK CONSISTS OF THREE TRADITIONAL REST CAMPS

Twee Rivieren has chalets, camping facilities, night drives, guided day walks, information centre, restaurant, shop, fuel and swimming pool.  

Nossob offers chalets, shop, fuel, camping, night drives, guided day walks as well as a predator information centre.  Mata-Mata can accommodate you in chalets or camping and has a shop and fuel.  THERE ARE THREE NEW WILDERNESS CAMPS, that, with no fences, invite the Kalahari and the tranquility of Africa right into your room…

Bitterpan, has four wood and canvas two-bed units overlooking a pan.  Bitterpan links Nossob and Mata Mata with a trail ,4x4 essential.  Grootkolk, situated in the pradator-world north of Nossob, is small fully equipped and exclusive.  Mata-Mata Tent Camp brings absolute luxury to the Kalahari with 15 fully equipped, self-catering units built with sandbags and canvas with stunning views of the ancient Auob River.  There is a swimming pool as well.

4X4 TOUTES In SA there is the guided Nossob eco trail and in Botswana two self guided routes – the Wilderness and Mabuasehube.  

RICHTERSVELD NATIONAL PARK

160 000ha of crenellated lava mountains and sandy plains of the northwestern crook of the Orange River from southern Africa’s largest mountain desert park.  The rugged Richtersveld nurtures some 30% of all South Africa’s succulent plant species.  With less than 50mm of rain annually, it harbours leopards, lizards, adventures and a surprising number of indigenous people.  Paradoxically beautiful, its weird rock formations shaped and sculpted by the wind and sun, it is a land for those keen to ‘rough it’ from the comfort of your 4x4 or paddle long stretches of the river.  After much negotiation the Richtersveld is soon to become an immense Transfrontier park by unifying with Namibia’s breathtaking /Ai-/Ais Hot Springs Game Park (Fish River Canyon).  The Orange River crossing will be on an historic point.

There are 4 communities that the project is working with in the area. The Richtesveld municipality together with park management has been very instrumental in assisting the project with their very many local economic development initiatives around tourism. 

