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Detailed Description of the Pilot Site Boundaries

The current site has been extended from the original Free State River Ranger site to include the Transfrontier Conservation Development Program known as the Maluti-Drakensberg Transfrontier Conservation Development Programme 

The site begins at Bethlehem in the Eastern Free State and runs through the town of Clarens towards Phuthaditjhaba and includes the Golden Gate National Park and the adjoining Qwa-Qwa National Park. The area extends itself from there all along the Maluti-Drakensberg Mountain down to Bushmansnek in the Southern Berg, and includes all the conservation areas of the Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife department as well as the numerous private resorts that have been established along the Berg in the past 80 years.

The following Towns fall inside the Maluti-Drakensberg Site Boundaries: Bethlehem; Clarens; Harrismith; Ladysmith; Bergville; Winterton; Estcourt; Mooiriver; Howick; Bulwer; Underburg; Himeville. 

The operational area of the site is indicated by the map of the Maluti-Drakensberg Transfrontier Programme inserted below.
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Geology and Topography

The entire area lies between the 1400 and 3400 mamsl. (Meters above mean sea level)

The lower lying areas (1800 – 2200 mamsl) consist exclusively of the Clarens sandstone formation, whereas the areas above 2200 mamsl comprises mostly of basalts, originating from volcanic activities during the Jurassic era some 180 million years ago, but there is evidence that later deposits of lava containing Basalt took place between 87 and 65 million years ago. (Tankard et al., 1982 & Klug et al. 1991)

Since then a number of episodes of uplift and monoclinal warping have occurred, the most recent to have taken place at the end of the Pliocene, some 2 million years ago. (Partridge and Maud, 1987) 

The basalt layers are underlain by various sedimentary rocks of the Karoo Sequence and the high desert dune system characteristic of the “Clarens sandstone formation” in this area. 

The entire Maluti-Drakensberg is rugged with numerous deeply incised valleys which have cut into the basalts and sandstone massif. These areas lie mainly between the montane and alpine belt and therefore make the entire area very attractive from a tourism point of view,  

Main economic activity of the area

The Clarens area was historically a farming community, but in later years developed a strong tourism component.

The guesthouse and holiday farm initiative combined with artists opening a number of studios in the area changed the focus dramatically from that of a primarily farming community to that of nature based tourism.

Clarens is known as an artist Mecca with a large number of well known artists settling in the area. The natural beauty of the surrounding area lends itself to people wanting to capture it in one form or the other.     

The close proximity of the Golden Gate National Park and the Maluti Mountains of Lesotho has further enhanced the economic activity towards that of the tourism market.

The entire Berg is and has been a major tourist attraction for many years; it is therefore not surprising that tourism in its various forms is practiced along the berg.

The majority of the Berg has now been allocated towards conservation, but a large portion is still occupied by local communities who live of subsistence farming on ancestral lands.

Commercial farming also contributes largely to the economic activities in the lower berg and is still regarded as one of the major employers in the area.

The Maluti-Drakensberg Program is aimed at conserving the unique biodiversity of the Berg, but also unlocking the human potential that exists within the local people of the Berg  

With the Maluti-Drakensberg program came the opportunity of many BEE projects, and INTAC is but one of the instruments available to insure that the potential of the people are unlocked and that all peoples along the Berg benefit from the increased tourism and conservation activities promoted by the Maluti-Drakensberg initiative. 

Learner Targets for the Maluti-Drakensberg for the Period April 2004 to March 2005

Maluti-Drakensberg: Total Learners for phase III = 620. 

(500 Skills programs & 120 Learnerships)







Labour Market Segments Skills Programs 

	Training Category 
	Total No Learners
	Employed 40% 
	Non-employed 40%
	Community leadership 18%
	Start-ups 2%

	Conservation
	65
	50
	15
	0
	0

	Hospitality
	180
	80
	100
	0
	0

	Guiding
	105
	45
	60
	0
	0

	Community Management Org
	80
	0
	0
	80
	0

	SMME new business start-ups
	20
	0
	0
	0
	20

	Learnerships
	120
	60
	60
	
	

	TOTAL
	620
	
	
	
	


Labour Market Segments Learnerships

	Training Category 
	Total No Learners
	Employed 
	Non-employed  

	Conservation
	10
	10
	00

	Hospitality
	70
	30
	40

	Guiding
	40
	20
	20

	TOTAL
	120
	
	


