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The beauty and biological wealth of the greater St Lucia area led to it being the first place in South Africa to be recognised as a World Heritage Site. This status was accorded by the United Nations Environment Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco) in November 1999 just seconds before Robben Island and the hominid sites around Sterkfontein were accorded similar standing by the world body.

The South African government has committed itself to manage the GSLWP in line with global standards and best practise for World Heritage Sites. That commitment is reflected in four major initiatives:

· A dedicated institution – the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park Authority – has been created and set of national laws enacted so that the area can be managed in line with Unesco’s stringent requirements. This arrangement strengthens the ability of KwaZulu Natal Wildlife to preserve the area’s diversity at a time when conservation is under threat from cuts in government subsidies. 

· A major programme to attract new investment into a range of lodges and hotels in the area. The new tourism projects are designed to create jobs, stimulate economic growth and generate revenues that will reduce conservation’s reliance on the government’s fiscus – while conforming to strict environmental guidelines that will prevent over-exploitation of the area.

· A drive to improve and upgrade the roads, fences, health and other infrastructure that will help make the GSLWP a world-class tourism destination. This includes a serious attempt to reduce high levels of malaria that currently inhibit tourists from visiting the region.

· A concerted effort to alleviate poverty and promote economic opportunities for residents of the villages, currently among the poorest in the country, is being undertaken.

All four strands of the above strategy for St Lucia are being co-ordinated and implemented by the Lubombo Spatial Development Initiative, a government programme aimed at promoting tourism-led growth and job creation in Maputaland.

